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caire, Brutus, and Karl Heinrich had been so exquisitely
tempered with tenderness that the actor's silence in the
face of personal detraction was justified by the answer he
made for the past five years through the spirit of his acting,
He felt sufficiently firm in public affection now to give
rein to his versatility and present himself in an unsympa-
thetic role once more.   For nearly seven years he had
been composing his Tzar Ivan.    As he was to reappear
for a brief engagement in New York City in the spring
of 1904 he decided to make a production of the Tolstoy
historical tragedy.

"Ivan the Terrible" was written in the Russian lan-
guage, about 1867, by Count Alexis Tolstoy, a cousin of
Count Lyof Tolstoy, and was the first of an historical
trilogy of which the other two dramas were " Tzar Feo-
dor" and "Tzar Boris." The censorship against plays
dealing with the person and character of the Tzar was
very strict in Russia, and it was not until 1901 that
"Ivan the Terrible" was acted before the public at the
Theatre Alexandre in St. Petersburg, whereupon it at-
tained enormous popularity.

Before this time, however, it had been produced in
" private theatricals" at court, a near relative of the reign-
ing Tzar having acted Tzar Ivan.    In the audience was
Madame Sophie de Meissner, daughter of Admiral Rad-
ford of the United States Navy and widow of Vladimir de
Meissner, at the time of their marriage secretary of the
Russian legation in Washington and afterward attached to
the Imperial Court in St. Petersburg.    Immediately she
saw the play she made up her mind that she would trans-
slate it into English for Mansfield, who alone, as she later
wrote gracefully, she believed was capable of its complete
realisation.   He hungered to act the celebrated tyranterner fibres of Courvoisier, Cyrano, King Harry, Beau-s. Whitehouse, Wagner,
